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WELCOME! LET’S GET YOU STYLED AND READY TO GO  
Yes, it’s time for your closeup, girl! I’m so excited for you to spend an entire day doing 
a glam photoshoot showing off your sparkly self. Having photos of your smiling face 
is one of the biggest indicators of a credible website. People can connect with you 
instantly and are more likely to trust you and buy from you.  
 
After you have hired a photographer, you’ll need to explain to them exactly what 
kind of photos you are going for. Most photographers can help you with the direction 
of your shoot, but it is your job to be the creative director and make sure you have 
everything prepared to get the shots you need. 
 
I made this guide for you to walk you through the process of planning your lifestyle 
and brand photoshoot for your business website. After you’ve read through this 
guide, you’ll know exactly what kind of shot you are looking for, what to wear, 
where to take your photos and a handful of pro tips that most people forget! 
 
Let’s get started! 
 

 
 
STEP 1: Create a Pinterest Board 
Your photographer will be much more successful at creating the photos you want if 
they have a visual guide. Pin all the types of photos you want to make sure your 
photographer snaps. 
 
Click here to check out the Pinterest Board I used to style the Brand Photoshoot for 
my site, www.meljudson.com 
 
Here are some examples of the types of photos you’ll want your photographer to 
capture: 
 
Photos of you... 

● Sitting 
● Standing 
● Walking 
● Skipping 
● Dancing 
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● Drinking coffee/tea 
● Working on your laptop/ipad 
● Taking notes in a notebook 
● Out in the world! 

○ Buying flowers 
○ Walking up or down stairs 
○ Exploring a market or park 
○ Checking out some cool city murals 
○ Taking selfies 
○ Taking artsy photos with your phone 
○ Scrolling through social media 
○ Riding a bike/scooter 
○ Driving your car 

 
Photos of your workspace... 

● Photos of your computer with work props around like notebooks, pens, binder 
clips, calendars 

● Capture your space at different angles 
○ Directly overhead (known as flatlays) 
○ Head on 
○ From a left angle 
○ From a right angle 

● Get photos of your blank computer/ipad/phone screen that you can have your 
designer photoshop images of your new website, PDF or course offering into 

● Get photos of your workspace with a blank piece of paper in the center. This 
way, when you launch a new program or free PDF offering you can have your 
designer mock it up into your own personalized workspace 

 
TIPS: 

● Spice it up! Add some fun props like a plant, succulent, candle or other knick 
knack 

● Add in texture! Get some photos of you on a couch or bed with pillows, 
curtains or blankets in the photo. These photos will add some warmth and 
feel accessible. 

● Make sure to get at least some photos where there is nothing between you 
and the photographer (ie a desk or a table). It’s good to have these 
“professional work photos” but those types of photos do put something 
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between you and your audience. Make sure to get some accessible pics of you 
sitting on your couch or better yet, sitting on the floor to show how grounded 
and chill you really are 

● Get some photos where you are off to one side and there is lots of neutral 
colored space to the left/right of you. This gives you the option to add text 
over the neutral colored space and use these images as banners on your site. 

 
 

 
STEP 2: Create Color Palette 
If you already know your brand color palette, be sure that your outfits, props and 
locations stay within that range. You may not have a finalized color palette for your 
brand and site yet and that’s okay! Your photos do not need to exactly match the 
color palette for your website. What matters more is that the photos themselves 
stay within a defined color palette so that they all look cohesive together both on 
your website but also across your social media accounts. If you made a Pinterest 
board for your brand then that is a good place to start when coming up with a color 
palette for your shoot. 
 
In general, your color palette should be mostly neutral tones like blacks, grays, 
whites and tans with pops of color here and there. The neutral tones will give a 
sleek, sophisticated and high end look to your photos. Make sure that all your props 
stick within this range as well, this means your notebooks, pencils, phone case, knick 
knacks etc. should all match and complement each other! 
 

 
 
STEP 3: Choose Photoshoot Locations 
You’ll want to plan out all your locations ahead of time before your shoot so you can 
make the most of your time with your photographer. If you plan to leave your house 
for the shoot, it helps to physically visit each location and mentally plan out how you 
will conduct your photoshoot there. You can even snap some photos on your phone 
to help with planning. If you will be filming in a crowded place like a market or a 
coffee shop, ask employees when the least busy time is and plan your shoot around 
those hours. 
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Choose locations that will allow you to authentically showcase different aspects of 
your lifestyle. Most photoshoots last for 4-8 hours and in that time you can visit 
between 2-5 locations. Make sure to check in with your photographer to see how 
many locations are included in your photography package and arrange 
transportation for you and your photographer ahead of time.  
 
Location Ideas: 

○ Bedroom 
○ Living Room 
○ Kitchen 
○ Home Office 
○ Local coffee shop 
○ Local flower shop 
○ A cool mural 
○ A hidden staircase 
○ A park 
○ A beach 
○ City block with lots of buildings and cafe’s in the background 
○ Local Farmers market 
○ A bridge with a nice view 
○ An outlook or hilltop with a nice view 
○ Prominent city landmarks & monuments 
○ Local Ice Cream shop 
○ Anything relating to your business or industry  

 
TIP: Rent an Airbnb for the day with the look and style you are going for to have a 
space all to yourself for photoshoot magic. 
 

 
 
 
STEP 4: Choose Outfits 
You’ll likely want a different outfit for each location (bring a beach towel to change 
in the car!) The MOST IMPORTANT thing is that you wear clothes that you feel 
comfortable and confident in. You don’t need to buy all new clothes, these outfits are 
meant to complement your sparkling personality so things you already own will be 
most authentically you. Try to pair mostly neutrals with 1 signature piece or 
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accessory that pops. This photoshoot is meant to showcase your lifestyle, so try to 
pair together outfits that you would actually wear in the locations you will be 
wearing them in. For example, you would probably be barefoot on your couch or bed 
and you probably wouldn’t be wearing an all white pantsuit super profesh while at 
the beach. 
 

● Casual 
○ Jeans 
○ Blank t-shirt 
○ Barefoot or flats 

● Business casual 
○ Blazer 
○ Blouse/nice top 
○ Boots or dress shoes 

● Fun 
○ Printed dress 
○ Funky outfit 
○ Pops of color 
○ A pantsuit, overalls or cowboy hat?! 

● Industry related  
○ Active/fitness wear 
○ Gardening 
○ Chef attire 
○ Business professional (for lawyers, speakers, talk show guests, etc.) 
○ Red carpet/glam wear 
○ Travel attire 
○ Yoga/meditation attire 
○ Painting attire 

 
 

 
 
STEP 5: Choose Accessories 

○ You can spice up the same outfit by swapping out different accessories 
and layers. Take some photos with a blazer on and then some with a 
blazer off. Add a fancy statement necklace to dress up a look.  
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○ If you’re outside, try some photos with sunglasses and a hat for some 
“on the go” looks 

○ Wear more jewelry/accessories than you normally would. For example, 
I don’t normally wear rings every day but for my photoshoot I wore 2-3 
rings on each photo so that close up shots of my hands on a keyboard 
would look more glam and interesting! 

 
 

 
 
STEP 6: Choose Props 
In most cases, you’ll need to supply all your own photoshoot props. This is a great 
opportunity for you to make sure that all your props match and go along with your 
chosen color scheme. You also want to make sure your props are clean and new 
looking (unless you are purposefully going for a vintage look). Be sure to clean your 
computer screen and wear new shoes for even more production value! 
 
Prop Ideas: 

● Fake succulents or plants (real ones are tough to transport!) 
● Candles 
● 3-5 notebooks in matching color scheme and varying sizes 
● 1 Calendar planner notebook in matching color scheme 
● 3-6 pens/pencils in matching color scheme 
● A matching phone case 
● A matching laptop case 
● A matching, clean and professional bag to carry your laptop and notebook in 
● Assorted Office supplies (stapler, tape, post-its, binder clips, scissors etc.) 
● Bouquet of flowers 
● Favorite, matching coffee/tea mug 
● Blank pieces of paper 
● Laptop/Computer 
● Phone 
● Fun Knick Knacks (just drink some wine and go to Target I promise you’ll find 

something) 
● Any other props specific to your personality and services (crystals, bible, fruits 

and veggies, smoothies, textbooks, wedding accessories, microphone, 
camera, etc.) 
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STEP 7: Plan Makeup 
Go with a look that will match with all your outfits and locations. Similar to my 
advice for clothing, it’s important that you wear makeup you are comfortable and 
confident in. This probably isn’t the time to try winged eyeliner for the very first time 
(although you should def try it at some point, it’s fabulous!)  
 
I *highly* recommend getting your makeup professionally done. You are already 
investing in this photoshoot so may as well go the extra mile to make sure it’s 
perfection! This will also take away the stress of doing your own makeup day of the 
shoot. Discuss with your photographer, but I recommend scheduling your makeup to 
be done 2 hours before the shoot time. You can use a service like Blushington 
(location in Los Angeles, Dallas and NYC) or ask your photographer if they have a 
makeup person that can meet you at the shoot location.  
 
If you are someone who usually has your nails done, dyes your hair, gets eyelash 
extensions or any other cosmetic enhancements, make sure you have a fresh set 
done for the shoot!  
 

 
 
 
YOU’RE READY FOR YOUR CLOSEUP! 
Remember, this is a brand and lifestyle photography shoot and the point is to take 
fun, accessible photos that will show your clients how fabulous it is to work with 
you. It’s okay if you feel a little awkward at first, just be your natural, real and 
sparkly self. I’m so excited for you to document your awesomeness through these 
photos and share your spark online! 
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